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Image: Two Voices, 2012, Projection on two screens, animation, black and white, sound, 365 min.
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For the past two decades, the Brazilian artistic duo Angela Detanico & 
Rafael Lain have been working on a coherent oeuvre which poetical-
ly translates various linguistic, scientific and meteorological findings. At 
Tlön Projects’ behest, they will now, for the first time, present a perfor-
mance with a comprehensive staging environment which brings together 
various connected works under the title Two Voices. The presentation 
will constitute a framework within Tlön Projects’ Satellite Programme 
and its annual cooperation with Rozenstraat - a rose is a rose is a rose 
in Amsterdam. 

Two Voices (2012) expresses the cyclical relationship of the sun and moon. 
The presentation’s titular piece is a black & white animation projected onto 
the opposing eastern and western walls. Sunrise and sunset, moonrise and 
moonset. One day per minute. 365 minutes equal a year. At the bottom of 
each projection days, hours and minutes indicate the passing of time at the 
artwork’s accelerated rate. The courses of the sun and moon are accom-
panied by a sound based on their duration, one Hertz per minute. The com-
position matches the variations in the cycles. Sometimes the moon rises at 
the end of the day, sometimes in the middle of the night, and sometimes, 
even during the day accompanying the sun’s route. The duration varies from 
day to day and from night to night. When the cycle is long, the sound is high 
pitched. When it is short, the sound has a much lower frequency. Some-
times the elements succeed one another in time, at other times they appear 
simultaneously, harmonically or dissonantly. Silence reigns on moonless 
nights. And then it is daytime again.

From 365 days to 365 minutes, the quotidian variations, evolutions and in-
teractions of the rhythms of sun and moon, day and night are accelerated 
so as to reveal to audiences the fragments of a pas de deux that usually 
escapes our inattentive eyes. 

30 minutes of this work — the lunar month of December — constitute  
the score for two actors who will put the solar-lunar dialogue into words by  
reading excerpts discussing one or the other. The lecture’s duration is 
determined by the heavenly bodies’ cycles. As these are asynchronous, 
there are moments at which the actors read aloud alone, moments of 
vocal overlay and moments of silence. The actors will read from books 
and texts collected by the artists including: Sappho’s lyrical poetry, Sei  
Shōnagon’s sensitive diary entries, Galileo Galilei’s theoretical expositions,  
William Shakespeare’s dramatic poetry, Emily Dickinson’s haiku-like ob-
servations, Ludwig Wittgenstein’s philosophical deliberations, Virginia 
Woolf’s introspections, Hans Arp’s poetic visual language, George Perec’s 



characteristic lists, John Cage’s childhood memories and Willem Frederik  
Hermans’ narrative prose.

Both preceding and after the performance, the animation Two Voices will 
alternate with two black & white animations: 28 Lunes (2014) and 365 
Soles (2016). The first shows 28 excerpts from the astronomical tract  
Sidereus Nuncius by Galileo Galilei from 1610 which reveals the moon’s 
various phases. 365 Soles is 28 Lunes’ counterpart. ‘Sol’ — Latin for sun 
— is situated in the centre of a disc constituted by 365 pages from the 
book De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium by Nicolaus Copernicus that 
was first published in 1543. The words on the pages meld and change 365 
times while the word ‘sol’ remains visible at all times. 

A new series of textual pieces from the ongoing project Palavras  
Compostas which started in 2012 will be spread out across the space, 
such as ‘there/here’ and ‘sound/silence’. Two words, antonyms, create a 
complementary assemblage both mentally and visually. The artistic duo will 
also exhibit three large prints: textual excerpts from the performance with 
the duration of one day transferred to a sheet of Kozo Awagani paper. 
Featuring characters instead of minutes, as in the animation Two Voices. 
One day equals 1,440 characters. The sun occupies the centre of the paper 
situating the moment it rises. The moon has been printed atop the sun in 
italics. Depending on the season, the two coincide and the moon is situated 
above or below the sun.

Finally, another of the works on show is a new piece from the series Vanitas  
(2017 – present day) which features words that reference the passing of 
time written using a notational system in which every letter of the alphabet 
is indicated by a particular number of flowers in a vase. A vase with one 
flower equals the Letter A, a vase with two flowers B, etc. Angela Detanico 
& Rafael Lain used the word ‘cycle’ that is spelled the same way in both 
English and French as their point of departure and as a meta commentary 
on the entirety of their works.



Bio

Angela Detanico & Rafael Lain adopt language as the subject and object 
of their work. A poetics that presents the world seen from its own codes of 
perception and understanding. Their largely conceptual works employ the use 
of sound, graphics, text, video, and other traditional art mediums within their 
installations. They represent a rigorous use of formalism and a refined use of 
visual and written poetry.

Their work reflects their joint fascination with the human ability to contem-
plate the world around them and beyond. Imbued with scientific, mathemati-
cal and literary references, their work applies themes of time, space, memory 
and the infinite beyond.

Angela Detanico & Rafael Lain have worked together since 1996. Semiologist 
and graphic designer, born in 1974 and 1973, respectively, in Caxias do Sul in 
Brazil. The artists live and work in Paris.

In 2002, the duo participated in an artist residency in the French capital, 
at the Palais de Tokyo. Two years later, they won the prestigious Nam June 
Paik Award. In the same year, in 2004, Detanico and Lain participated in the 
Bienal de São Paulo, a feat that was repeated in the following two editions, 
in 2006 and 2008. In 2007, the duo represented Brazil at the 52nd Venice 
Biennale, Italy.

Their works have been displayed in different contexts and countries, amongst 
others: Frac Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur; Marseille, France; Grand Palais 
Paris, France; The Club, Tokyo, Japan; Musée de l’Abbaye Sainte-Croix, Les 
Sables-d’Olonne, France; MUDAM, Luxembourg; Moderne Museet, Stockholm, 
Sweden; Projects Paralelo, Mexico; MFundação Iberê Camargo, Porto Alegre, 
Brazil; Kyoto Art Centre, Japan; National Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Athens, Greece; CA2M Museum, Madrid, Spain; Temple Bar, Dublin, Ireland; 
and the 10t Havana Biennale, Cuba.

Works by Angela Detanico & Rafael Lain are part of collections such as Musée 
du Louvre, Paris, France; FNAC, France; FMAC, France; FRAC île-de-france, 
Paris, France; Musée d’Art modern et Contemporain, Abbaye Sainte-Croix, 
Les Sables d’Olonne, France; Taguchi Art Collection, Japan; Centro Calego 
de Arte Contemporânea, Santiago de Compostela, Spain; Cifo-Cisneros  
Fontanals Art Foundation, United States of America; Pinacoteca do Estado 
de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil; MAMAM, Recife, Brazil; and Museu de Arte 
da Pampulha, Belo Horizonte, Brazil.
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Two Voices
Angela Detanico & Rafael Lain

Actors:
Annabelle Hinam and Thor Louwerens

09.12.2022 - 11.12.2022 

Opening Times: 
Friday to Saturday 13:00—17:00
Sunday 10:00—11:00

Performance Times:
09.12.2022 17:00
10.12.2022 14:00 and 17:00
11.12.2022 11:00

A ticket for attending a performance is required.
You can book a ticket here: tlonprojects.stager.nl/web/tickets

Curated by:
Chris Bestebreurtje and Petra Kuipers

Location:
ROZENSTRAAT - a rose is a rose is a rose 
Rozenstraat 59, Amsterdam

For more information and images: enter@tlonprojects.org 

Subscribe to our Newsletter on www.tlonprojects.org
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
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